
SOLDIERS	DELIVER	ON	SPIRIT	
On Nov. 10, 2007, Elijah W. Oberton, only 5 months old, died of a congenital heart defect. 

Elijah, the son of Jay and Mandy Oberton had spent most of his young 
life at Childrens’ Hospital in Boston.  

In 2011, Jay decided to honor the memory of his son Elijah and try to 
bring some joy to the children who would be spending their Christmas at 
Children’s Hospital. That year, he and 5 fellow soldiers collected toys and 
met at the Dorchester National Guard Armory. They marched 5 miles 
with sacks filled with toys they had collected to give to the hospitalized 
children. (You can watch the Boston Herald video here: http://on.bchil.org/1jiHyP9) 

Each year the march has grown, with more and more soldiers taking part. See the Boston Herald 
report on page two. 

  

  

 



	

	
SOLDIERS	DELIVER	ON	SPIRIT	
Boston December 13, 2012 
The National Guard in Dorchester took a cue from the man in the red suit yesterday and stuffed their sacks 
with toys — but instead of a sleigh, they marched to Children’s Hospital with their special delivery. 

This is the second year for the march, and the idea came from Maj. Jason Oberton. 

“I had a son that lived the majority of his life at Children’s Hospital,” said Oberton. His son, Elijah, died at 5 
months from a heart defect. 

Still, Oberton said he was excited. “I woke up this morning a little extra early, and a little more pep in my 
step.” 

At 8 a.m., the 15 members of the National Guard set off on their 5-mile journey in just-above freezing temps. 

More than two hours later, the unit arrived and started unloading the bears, dolls, board games, 
Transformers, and other toys into bins. 

The Guardsmen were not allowed to visit patients, but a few walking by couldn’t help but stop and reach for 
some toys. 

Sarah O’Malley, 9, of Swampscott named her bear “Cuddles.” 

“It’s just very rewarding to see the smiles on their face,” Staff Sgt. Luiz DeSouza, 29, of Milford, said. 

“It’s just priceless.” 

	


